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NOUNS 
caveat: A warning or caution 
ex: The realtor sold the house to the 
young couple with the caveat that 
the kitchen tile would need 
replacing. 
 
myriad: Large number 
ex: For a myriad of reasons, the 
answer is no. 
 
tautology: Redundancy 
ex: For your persuasive essays, 
please make sure that you give 
explanations without using 
tautologies. 
 
conundrum: A riddle 
ex: The rain has presented a huge 
conundrum; the World Series may 
have to be postponed. 
 
alcove: A partially enclosed space 
ex: Finally reaching the island, the 
ship docked in a small alcove that 
was shaded by trees. 
 
conviction: A strong belief 
ex: In life it is imperative that you 
remain true to your convictions 
because they are what define you. 
 
dearth: A shortage 
ex: Excited to make a poster for her 
presentation, Lisa was dismayed by 
the dearth of art supplies in the 
classroom. 
 
cacophony: Jarring sounds 
ex: Living in New York City, Jean 
enjoyed listening to the cacophony 
of shouts, whistles, and car horns 
from outside her window. 
 

diatribe: A verbal attack 
ex: Ms. Wirth explained that a 
persuasive essay may be a diatribe 
against the opposing side; but no 
one will listen to your argument if 
you don’t also develop your own 
ideas. 
 
rigmarole: A foolishly involved, 
time-wasting procedure 
ex: It was hard for my little sister to 
sit through the rigmarole of the 
formal dinner. 
 
gist: The general idea 
ex: I get the gist of what you are 
telling me, but I need you to provide 
more detail in order to fully 
understand. 
 
drudgery: Work that is hard and 
tiresome 
ex: I refuse to continue with this 
drudgery! Every person in the house 
should be washing his or her own 
dishes so that I am not forced to do 
it all. 
 
gossamer: Filmy cobwebs floating in 
air 
ex: Looking out onto the front lawn, 
I could see a gossamer stitched 
gown floating swaying on top of the 
bushes. 
 
miscreant: An evil person 
ex: Do you think that Robin Hood 
was a miscreant? He stole from the 
rich, but gave all that he had to the 
poor. 
 
penchant: Strong inclination 
ex: I have a penchant for art and 
other creative activities. 
 
reverie: A dreamy notion or 
daydream 
ex: Overhead, a seagull's cry broke 
him from his reverie. 
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qualms: Feelings of doubt 
ex: I have qualms with you eating 
the sandwich that fell on the ground. 
 
acme: The highest point, age of 
maturity 
ex: He was at the acme of his 
baseball career when he started in 
the first game of the World Series. 
 
tenacity: Firmness 
 
ex: My coach pulled me aside and 
told me that I have the tenacity of a 
great football player. 
 
aplomb: Self confidence 
ex: His aplomb and positive attitude 
during hard times have always been 
his best character traits. 
 
ADJECTIVES: 
abstruse: Difficult to understand 
ex: The directions on the treasure 
map were so abstruse that many 
failed to find the treasure. 
 
hubris: Arrogant pride 
ex: I cannot believe Charlie had the 
hubris to lecture people twice his 
age 
on the meaning of suffering. 
 
candid: Straightforward 
ex: When I asked Becky what she 
thought of my dress, she gave me a 
very candid response. 
 
maverick: A rebel 
ex: The kids at school think that I 
am a maverick- I never turn in my 
homework! 
 
cogent: Convincing 
ex: The convincing professor 
inspired her students to get out 
there and vote. 
 

pariah: An outcast 
ex: Poet Langston Hughes was 
treated like a pariah by students at 
Columbia University; in fact, he felt 
so much racial hatred that he 
decided to no longer pursue his 
formal education. 
 
cognizant: Fully aware 
ex: In order to be a well-informed 
citizen, it is important to be 
cognizant of current events. 
 
convoluted: Complicated 
ex: When I asked her why she was 
late, she gave me a very convoluted 
answer I didn’t trust. 
 
lucent: Easily understood 
ex: During the debate, Ryan 
proposed many lucent arguments 
that helped him to defeat his 
competition. 
 
cursory: Done in haste 
ex: I took a cursory glance at my 
essay this morning before I turned it 
in. 
 
nebulous: Vague 
ex: I have a nebulous recollection of 
what happened before the car 
accident. 
 
epitome: Representative example 
ex: Having worked hard everyday, 
Dad represents the epitome of 
success. 
 
pithy: Full of meaning 
ex: The central theme of the book 
can be summarized into one pithy 
sentence: treat others the way that 
you want to be treated. 
 
feckless: Lacking purpose 
ex: I made a feckless attempt to fix 
the tire of my old bike. 
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pivotal: Of great importance 
ex: With only 5 seconds left on the 
clock, John made the basket at the 
pivotal moment. 
 
germane: Relevant 
ex: When writing an essay, it is 
important that your supporting 
evidence is germane to your thesis 
statement. 
 
judicious: Sound in judgment 
ex: I try to be a judicious teacher by 
treating my students fairly. 
 
imminent: Likely to happen soon 
ex: The rain was imminent—clouds 
had covered the sky all day. 
 
lavish: To give freely 
ex: The singer lives a lavish lifestyle. 
(She has 3 sports cars). 
 
implicit: Implied 
ex: It was implicit in her response 
that she didn’t feel like seeing the 
movie. 
 
meticulous: Giving great attention to 
details 
ex: When you take the STAR test, 
you must be very meticulous with 
your answers (you don’t want to get 
one wrong). 
 
unscathed: Unharmed 
ex: The brave warrior escaped 
unscathed, though his enemy was 
strong and mighty. 
 
vivacious: Lively 
ex: Nick has a vivacious 
personality—he is 
always laughing and smiling. 
 

myopic: Too consumed by one’s 
own world to see others’ 
views/needs 
ex: If you continue to have such a 
myopic view of the world, you will 
never be able to understand those 
around you. 
 
whimsical: Full of odd and fanciful 
ideas 
ex: I love the story Alice in 
Wonderland because it is a 
whimsical tale full of adventure. 
 
pedantic: Showing off learning 
ex: Rachael could not stand her 
history teacher’s pedantic teaching 
style; he was more interested in 
discussing his own academic 
accomplishments than reviewing for 
the test next week! 
 
plausible: Seemingly true, 
trustworthy 
ex: The teacher did not believe that 
the dog ate James’ homework (the 
story was just not plausible). 
 
poignant: Deeply moving 
ex: The audience was greatly moved 
by the poignant scene of the play. 
 
perfunctory: Done as a duty 
ex: Cleaning my room is a 
perfunctory task-and one that I hate 
to do! 
 
agog: Eager 
ex: Their eyes were agog over the 
dinosaur fossils displayed in the 
museum. 
 
renowned: Famous 
ex: When I am older, I want to be a 
world-renowned actress—I really 
believe that I have the talent. 
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shrewd: Astute 
ex: Daniel is a shrewd business man; 
he knows his trade both inside and 
out. 
 
arduous: Laborious 
ex: My mom assigned me the 
arduous task of mowing the lawn. 
 
discreet: Careful about what’s 
revealed to others 
ex: Rachel was discreet in her exit; 
she slipped out of the door without 
a sound. 
 
daunting: Intimidating 
ex: The essay assignment was 
daunting because I had never written 
that many pages before. 
 
disheveled: Untidy 
ex: During a tough week of testing, 
all of the students appeared to be 
disheveled and worn out. 
 
deft: Skillful in a quick way 
ex: He had deft hands; the bike was 
rebuilt in a little less than an hour! 
 
distraught: Upset in mind 
ex: I was distraught after I realized 
that I had forgotten my homework at 
home! 
 
endearing: Adorable 
ex: Little kids are very endearing 
because they see the world so 
simply. 
 
tangential: Suddenly changeable 
ex: Her emotions were clearly 
tangential— one moment she was 
happy, and the next she was sad. 
 
halcyon: Calm and peaceful 
ex: We are experiencing halcyon 
weather at the moment; it is 
wonderful to have a break from 
violent winter storms. 
 

frenetic: Frantic 
ex: In New York, the frenetic pace of 
city life never slows. 
 
Harrowing: Distressing 
ex: the harrowing day ended with an 
ice pack, Tylenol, and a good book. 
 
glib: Smooth but not sincere 
ex: Brad gave his opponent a glib 
“congratulations” after he lost the 
student government election. 
 
indulgent: Inclined to give in 
ex: I try not to be too indulgent with 
fattening foods- but I just can’t help 
myself when it comes to chocolate! 
 
incessant: Often repeated 
ex: The incessant ringing of the fire 
alarm gave me a headache. 
 
intrepid: Fearless 
ex: The basketball captain was an 
intrepid leader; he always sacrificed 
himself for the good of the team. 
 
mellifluous: Sweetly flowing 
ex: The singer had a mellifluous 
voice (everyone in the room was 
entranced). 
 
perilous: Dangerous 
ex: Ulysses went on many perilous 
adventures, but he always returned 
unscathed. 
 
pungent: Sharp and piercing to taste 
or smell 
ex: Strong and pungent, her 
perfume could be smelled by 
everyone. 
 
astute: Clever, perceptive, smart 
ex: The class was full of astute 
learners; not one student scored 
below a 92% on the last exam. 
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VERBS: 
bewilder: To confuse 
ex: I’m totally bewildered by your 
actions because they are not in line 
with your personality. 
 
concur: To agree 
ex: I do concur with your point, but I 
would like to hear the other side. 
 
belligerent: Ready to pick a fight 
ex: The school bully was belligerent 
and every child was scared of him. 
 
discern: See or understand with 
effort 
ex: At times it can be hard to 
discern what’s right from what’s 
wrong. 
 
boorish: Rude 
ex: After stepping out of the car, 
Caitlin gave her mother a boorish 
“goodbye” and slammed the door. 
 
entreat: To ask earnestly 
ex: Can I entreat you to help me 
study for my exam? 
 
cantankerous: Bad-tempered 
ex: I’m hoping that I don’t get the 
teacher that you had last year for 
math (I’ve heard that he can be 
cantankerous and short with his 
students). 
 
evading: To avoid 
ex: In the courtroom, it was obvious 
that the accused was evading the 
question. 
 
caustic: Biting and sarcastic 
ex: Tired and cranky, Jacob had a 
caustic response to his mother’s 
question. 
 
contrite: Feeling regret 
ex: Roseanne was truly contrite 
about the scene she had caused in 
the restaurant. 

 
glean: To come to a conclusion 
based on facts or observation 
ex: You could glean some useful 
information if you took the time to 
listen to your parent’s advice. 
 
pertain: To belong as a part of 
ex: Your carnival game idea must 
pertain to what you have learned in 
English this year. 
 
waffle: To talk vaguely, or to be 
undecided 
ex: I try not to waffle back and forth 
on important issues. 
 
jabber: To talk excitedly 
ex: She would not stop jabbering 
about the boy she has a crush on. 
 
lionize: To treat as a famous person 
ex: The students could not help but 
lionize the principal when she came 
to visit the classroom. 
 
beckoned: To call or summon by 
silent gesture 
ex: With deceit in his eyes, the villain 
slowly beckoned the girl to come 
closer. 
 
lumber: To move clumsily 
ex: After running a mile, I seem to 
lumber around. 
 
bristling: To stand or rise stiffly 
ex: The dog’s fur bristled as he 
guarded the family from the rattle 
snake. 
 
malign: Speak ill of someone 
ex: Do not malign that honest man; 
he is undeserving of such treatment. 
 
stymie: To hinder 
ex: We were making great time to 
the airport, but were stymied by an 
accident on the freeway. 
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vilify: To slander 
ex: The newspaper articles sought to 
vilify the criminal and criticize her 
behavior. 
 
cower: Crouch back in fear 
ex: Cowering in fear, the cat ran 
behind the couch when the dog 
entered. 
 
gloat: To overlook selfishly 
ex: I don’t mean to gloat, but I am 
very good at playing soccer. 
 
incense: To make angry 
ex: The incensed sister told her 
sibling, “get out”! 
 
FUN PHRASES: 
ad nauseam (Latin): To a sickening 
degree 
ex: Her message on the telephone 
went on and on ad nauseam. 
 
mi casa es su casa (Spanish): Make 
yourself at home 
ex: When you come to visit my 
family, you should always relax 
because “mi casa es su casa”. 
 
oy! (Yidish): Oh no! 
ex: Oy! I can’t believe that you 
shrank my shirt in the washing 
machine! 
 
piece de resistance (French): The 
best part 
ex: The quote that you used for your 
grabber was a stroke of brilliance; a 
piece de resistance! 

OTHER FUN WORDS I WANT IN MY 
VOCABULARY BANK:	  


